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 For century people have been seeking an 
answer to the perennial question “What is 
Truth? 

 Socrates, Plato and other Western 
philosophers have grappled with this 
problem.   

 In the Eastern hemisphere also Indian 
philosophers were always busy in 
accomplishing a vision of the ultimate truth. 





 Unfortunately, there is no unanimity among 
philosophers regarding the meaning of 
truth and the criterion that might be used 
to determine the truth or falsity of belief.  

 Generally, three different throes of truth are 
advocated b different thinkers; 

 (a) Coherence 

 (b) Correspondence 

 (c) Pragmatic  



 The Coherence theory maintains that the 
truth of a judgment consists in its 
coherence within the system of judgment. 
We often use this test of coherence or 
consistency in everyday life. 

 The Coherence theory is based on the 
metaphysical belief that reality is a fully 
intelligible coherent system. 

 Truth according to this theory is “the 
approximation of thought to reality.” 

 



 There is no doubt that when people make a 
statement and claim that it is true they mean 
that is states a fact. 

 The Correspondence theory of truth accepts 
this common sense view that truth consists 
some form of correspondence between belief 
and fact.  

 Correspondence theory is the most widely a 
accepted theory. But as a theory of the test of 
truth , it is mostly accepted by the empiricists 
and the realists. 



 The pragmatic theory of truth is not really 
one theory but a group of associated 
theoretical ides and attitudes represented by 
different philosophers. 

 Of these William James and John Dewey are 
the most well-known exponents of this 
theory. 

 Pragmatic theory asserts that when we say 
that a statement  or a belief is true all we 
mean is that it is useful of that it works. 

 



 At the same time, utility or workability is 
also prescribed by the pragmatists as the 
test of truth. 

 A belief said to be true if it is useful, if it 
works, if it leads o satisfying consequences. 

 Only a belief that satisfies long range of 
interests of an individual and satisfies his 
whole nature can be regarded as true. 



 In India many philosophers, while believing in 
the correspondence theory of the meaning of 
truth, hold a pragmatic theory regarding the 
test of truth. 

 The Nyay-Vaishesika philosophers as well as 
the Jains and the Bauddhas, believe that truth 
is to be tested in the success or failure if our 
practical activities. 

 True knowledge leads to successful activity, 
while false knowledge ends in failure and 
disappointment. 



 All the three criteria are used to test the truth of 
different propositions in different situations. Here a 
little reflection showed that the three theories of 
truth are really complementary, for each one 
defines an special of the same concept of truth. 
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